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  All current local court COVID-19 information is at http://www.placer.courts 

.ca.gov/general-covid-19.shtml.  In particular, please note: 

 

 Local Rule 10.28, "Remote Appearances—COVID-19 State of Emergency 

Temporary Rule," enacted April 6, 2020, requires remote telephone appearances 

for most court hearings.  See Local Rule 10.28 for more details. 

 

 Local Rule 10.27, "eDelivery," requires electronic filing of documents by 

attorneys and represented parties.  Due to possible delays in processing new 

filings, it is recommended all papers be filed at the earliest opportunity. 

 

 These calendar notes are provided pursuant to Local Rule 80.1.4 for the probate 

calendar set for hearing September 11, 2020, 8:30 AM, in Department 40, the Hon. 

Steven J. Howell, presiding.  Pursuant to Local Rule 80.1.4, these calendar notes are not 

a tentative ruling on the merits of any matter before the court.   

 

 Updated notes may be posted at any time.  Notes will generally be updated the 

court day prior to the hearing.  Staff may respond to limited questions concerning 

calendar notes; however, court staff may not give legal advice to parties or attorneys.  

Messages may be left for the Office of Legal Research at (916) 408-6119. 

 

 

 

 

1. S-PR-0009021 Lanch, Patricia J- In Re the Estate of 

 

 Clarification is needed:  Exhibit F to petition appears to show that petitioner will 

charge Karla DeBell's distributive share to pay off a promissory note to petitioner.  This 

plan is not disclosed or discussed in the report.  Legal points and authorities for this 

intended action are needed. 

 Clarification is needed:  Exhibit F to petition appears to show that petitioner will 

surcharge Karla DeBell and David Lanch's distributive shares for amounts far greater 



than any disclosed in the report, without explanation.  Clarification or written consent / 

waiver from each beneficiary is needed.  

 Clarification is needed:  petitioner admits making preliminary distributions.  

Petitioner did not seek or obtain required court approval before making preliminary 

distributions. 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 

2. S-PR-0009393 Rea 1991 Rev Liv Trust; In re the 

 

 Appearance is required for hearing on trustee account, report, and petition to 

approve interest determinations, as supplemented. 

 Response by petitioners is required. 

 The petition is not at issue:  the personal estate / estate of Steven Rea has not 

been served and is not before the court.  The account and petition involve substantive 

determinations as to the estate's rights, if any, in the trust or in reimbursement from the 

trust.  Trustee's surcharge and interest requests may comprise creditor claims against 

the estate for which creditor claim procedures are required. 

 Should former counsel for former trustee seek to file a response to the petition, 

points and authorities showing counsel's standing to file the response will be needed. 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 

3. S-PR-0009459 Wise, Brenda Kay - In Re Estate of 

 

 Petition to administer estate (intestate) (Brown) 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on petition to administer estate. 

 Current status is needed. 

 As previously ordered, the court may drop this petition on failure to appear for 

the hearing. 

 

 Petition to administer estate (testate) (Pickett) 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on petition to administer estate. 

 Current status is needed. 

 As previously ordered, the court may drop this petition on failure to appear for 

the hearing. 

 

 Will contest (Brown) 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on will contest. 



 Current status is needed. 

 As previously ordered, the court may drop this petition on failure to appear for 

the hearing. 

 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 

4. S-PR-0009623 Eon Vergara Spec Needs Trust; In re the 

 

 Appearance is required for hearing on 1st SNT account, request for fees and 

costs, and to approve SNT expenditures. 

 Missing notice of hearing.  Missing service of notice of hearing. 

 It is recommended the court reappoint Victor Waid as guardian ad litem for 

beneficiary to review the account and all expenditure requests. 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 

5. S-PR-0009710 Leonard, Richard J.- In Re the Estate of 

 

 Petition for final distribution is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

6. S-PR-0009739 Moreci, Gregory Peter - In Re the Estate of 

 

 Petition for final distribution is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

7. S-PR-0009813 K A Greene Spec Needs Trust; In re the 

 

 17th special needs trust account is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

8. S-PR-0009922 Niwergall, Kurt- In re the Estate of 

 

 Petition for final distribution is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 



9. S-PR-0009929 Stetter, Charles G Jr; In re the estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Clarification is needed:  disclaimer by Victoria Stetter does not clarify whether she 

has issue.  If Veronica has issue, her disclaimed interest likely does not pass to petitioner.  

Prob.C. §§ 282(a), 6402(a),  

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 

10. S-PR-0009976 Harman, Carla M.-In re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Missing notice of hearing of petition for final distribution.  Missing service of 

notice of hearing. 

 

11. S-PR-0010062 Robert F Miller Liv Trust - In Re Matter of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Appearance is required for status hearing on petition to determine invalidity of 

trust amendment and for other relief. 

 Current status, including status of ongoing discovery and readiness to set trial, is 

needed. 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 



12. S-PR-0010090 Cray, Eugene R. - In Re Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Petition for final distribution is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

13. S-PR-0010328 Clement, James Wesley ; In re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Notice of hearing for petition to administer estate as filed, served, and published 

incorrectly includes ¶ 4 concerning admission of a will to probate.  No will is offered for 

probate. 

 

14. S-PR-0010385 Dalton, Harold Mark - In Re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Spousal property petition is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

15. S-PR-0010393 Whitechurch, John T. - In Re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Clarification is needed:  petitioner's use of ¶ 6h alleges decedent died without 

issue and also that decedent was survived by no known next of kin.  However, ¶ 8 

alleges decedent was survived by two children. 

 Clarification is needed:  petitioner's use of ¶ 7b(3) alleges decedent died without 

issue.  However, ¶ 8 indicates decedent was survived by children. 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 



 

16. S-PR-0010409 Seth Leslie Arnold Rev Trust - In Re The 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Missing sufficient notice on petition to determine trust property.  Use of 

mandatory form DE-115 is required; notice form DE-120 does not meet the 

requirements of Prob.C. § 851(c)(1) & (3). 

 Missing sufficient service of notice of hearing.  30 days' notice is required, Prob.C. 

§ 851.  Proof of service shows untimely notice on August 17. 

  As described above, to appear for the hearing, use of remote telephone 

appearance system is generally required.  See Local Rule 10.28 or contact the clerk's 

office for information. 

 

17. S-PR-0010410 Walker, Ronda J - in Re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Clarification is needed:  will refers to personal-property attachment which 

includes handwriting apparently describing a real property gift which may have been 

added and signed after the execution of the will.  Clarification is needed as to whether 

the attachment and / or its handwritten additions are offered as a second will and / or 

codicil, and, if so, whether as an attested or holographic instrument (or otherwise). 

 

18. S-PR-0010411 Orebaugh, Duane Howard - in Re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 



19. S-PR-0010412 Steinhauff, Matthew Frederick - in Re the Estate of 

 

To assist the court in managing the high volume of 

remote appearances, persons appearing on this matter 

should not connect to the court's phone appearance system 

until 8:50 AM; the court will not call the matter before 9:00 AM. 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 


